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An ORATION, &c. 


T is with much propriety, that this day, is gene- 
rally devoted to national feſtivity and joy : But 
it cannot be entirely uſeleſs, even on this proud day, 
to improve one ſhort hour, in reflecting upon the 
ſituation of our country. In the attempt to exhibit, 
in a partial and inadequate manner, ſome of the dif- 
ficulties and dangers, to which we ſtand expoſed, I 
have not the vanity to expect that the facts, or re- 
flections, which may occur, will, in any high de- 
gree, be either pleaſing or inſtructive. It may per- 
haps be ſufficient for the occaſion, and ſurely it is 
enough for my ambition, if this addreſs ſhall be ſo 
fortunate, as to make an impreſſion, favorable to the 
empire of virtue, and the reign of the laws. 

THE ſplendid ſucceſſes of the French revolution, 
have, for a long time, blinded our eyes, and bewil- 
dered our underſtandings; and it was not in our 
power to check our enthuſiaſtic ardor and affection, 
until the perfidy, eruelty, and impious ambition of 
its leaders, had taught all nations to feel for their 
own freedom and ſecurity. It is now too well eſtab- 
liſned, to admit of any reaſonable doubt, that our 
deareſt intereſts, both of a political and domeſtic 
nature, are deeply involved in the events of that 
revolution. Indeed there is the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
believe, that France has the moſt fixed and deadly 
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4 
animoſity, againſt the government and people of the 
United States. In this ſituation, it will not be thought 
improper, ſhould I deſert the cuſtomary topics of 
this occaſion, to draw an imperfect ſketch of the re- 
lations we ſtand in, towards that terrible republic. 

To ſome it may ſeem ſtrange, that I ſhould ſpeak 
of any exiſting relations, between the United States, 
and France. Events have indeed taken place, which 
may ſeem to proclaim a ſtate of aQtual hoſtility ; but 
theſe events are not of that ſtrong and decifive caſt, 
which mult neceſſarily produce war. The meaſures - 
adopted by our government, to prote& our com- 
merce, and in ſome meaſure to wipe away our na- 
tional diſgrace, are of that temporizing, and mon- 


grel ſtamp, which, partly pacific, and partly hoſtile, 


leave to France, the ultimate deciſion of the queſ- 
tion, of unconditional hoſtility. It becomes not me 


to decide, whether this ſtate of things, awkward 


and inconvenient as it may ſeem, is to be preferred 
to unequivocal war. | | 
ONE certain reſult however, of this motley ſyſtem 
is, that it leaves us expoſed, again and again, to all 
the evils of negociation; and it requires great polit- 
ical forecaſt to decide, whether a ſituation more tru- 
ly alarming, can be the misfortune of any people. 
We are called upon to act in a ſcene, where every 


ſtep is ſurrounded with perils. If we refuſe to nego- 
ciate, war is to be dreaded: If we liſten to negocia- 


tion, our own experience, and that of other nations, 
will teach us to dread a © diplomatic {kill”* in the 
French, which has hitherto proved efficacious for all 
the purpoſes of their infernal policy. 

AFTER having humbled ourſelves before France, 
and at the feet of her directory; after having made 
our complaints to theſe mercileſs barbarians, in the 
language of wounded friendſhip ; after having be- 


held the final accompliſhment of our degradation, in 


the mortifying ſpectacle of our commiſſioners, driven 
with every mark of contumely and reproach, frem 
the preſence of the haughty divan ; we are now ſup- 
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plicated to compromile our differences in an: amica» 


ble manner. 


UNDER theſe diſgraceful and degrading circum- 
ſtances, ought the United States to accept the prof- 
fered invitation ? Ou ght we indeed to indulge a mo- 
mentary wiſh, to be in any way connected with the 
French republic ? Any ſuch connection mult be ef— 
fected by further negocia ion, and a ſecond treaty ; 
to which there are many, and in my apprehenſion, 
inſuperable objections. 

A TREATY between ſtates, is from its nature, and 
the ſituation of nations, a mere bargain upon truſt ; 
and the parties can have no ſecurity againſt each 
other, for the performance of their mutual ſtipula- 
tions, but the public faith of their reſpective gov- 
ernments. This public faith depends, in a high de- 
gree, upon the reſpect which the rulers of nations 


pay, to the ſacred obligations of morality. 


Torn your attention for a moment, to the moral 
character of the rulers of France; you will find 
them deſtitute of every trait, either of honor, or 
honeſty. We were, for a long time under the fatal 
deluſion, of imputing the cruelties of the revolu- 
tion, to the neceſſities of virtuous men, ſtruggling 
againſt a long eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of oppreſſion, the 
moſt intolerable and deſpotic, in the annals of man- 
kind. But this dark milt, raiſed up by the induſtri- 
ous votaries of anarchy Mie confution, has been diſ- 


{pated by the light of hiſtoric truth. 


IT is now confirmed, by teſtimony which cannot 
lie, that the ſcheme of revolutionizing, not only 
France, the pretended object of this work of dark- 
neſs, but the world itſelf, was engendered in the ma- 
lignant minds of a certain deſcription of ſelf. called 
philoſophers, the zealous idolaters of vice, in all its 
hideous forms, and the determined foes to Chriſti- 
anity, in all its various denominations. Theſe men, 
affecting to ſpurn at the wiſdom of ages, and to turn 
to nought the morality of the ſcriptures, have un- 
dertaken the taſk of leading mankind to the practice 
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of virtues, not to be found in any code or ſyſtem of 
morality, hitherto promulgated to man. Indeed 
their plan has been, in all things, to diſturb and over- 
whelm, the eſtabliſhed order of thought, that they 
might with the greater eaſe, introduce a myſterious 
faith, and a profane and fearful worſhip, which was 
to deluge the earth with crimes. Their principles, 


are thoſe of anarchy and impiety, which they have 


ſcattered, like fire-brands, over the face of the whole 
earth, carrying wherever they went, miſery, confla- 


gration, and death. Theſe reſtleſs apoſtles of ini- 


quity, have not been ſatisfied, with the diffuſion of 
their poiſon, over a few kingdoms and empires; but 
urged on by the genius of fanaticiſm and terror, their 
fixed and unalterable purpoſe 1s, not to ceaſe from 
their horrid labors, until the accompliſhment of 
what they, in blaſphemous mockery, call the regen- 
eration of the world. 


SINCE the death of Voltaire, to the influence of 


_ Whoſe powerful genius, worthy of a better cauſe, we 
may fately impute the introduction of this novel phi- 
loſophy, the diſciples of his ſchool have put in mo- 
tion, every abominable artifice, and every potent 
ſpell, to effect the dreadful purpoſes of their maſ- 
ter's impiety. Secret clubs, private ſocieties, and 
committees of inſurrection, have been organized 
throughout Europe, to ſcatter abroad the principles 
of impiety and anarchy, and to give them an un- 
controlable power over the minds of men. 

To prepare a conſpiracy, deſtructive of the bleſ- 
ſings of civil life, and every human happineſs, the 
ſociety of the ILLUMINATI, and the *0CCULT LODGES 


*] am ſorry to hear, that ſome worthy perſons, who belong to the 
fraternity of Free-Maſons, took offence at the cenſure, here caſt up- 
on the OCCULT LoBGEs of the craft; and as I always am diſpoſed 
to give a candid explanation, of what I have ſaid, or done, which 
appears to have been miſunderſtood, the reader will now be inform- 


ed, of the cauſe, why theſe Lodges, were ſpoken of, in the manner 


they were. That a conſpiracy of a formidable nature againſt 
the church and the ſtate, has for a long time exiſted on the European 
continent, cannot now, be doubted ; and ſince the maſs of teſtimo- 


py, publiſhed by the learned and indefatigable Abbe Barruel, there 


; 
7 
* 
* 
Fo 
5 
12 
4 
- 


7 


— —-— — 


of free- maſonry, have exhauſted the powers of the 
human mind, in inventing and combining, a ſeries 
of dread myſteries, unhallowed machinations, and 
diſaſtrous plots. All theſe various ſchemes, have 
been deviſed for the ſole purpoſe, of giving active 


and energetic effect, to the principles of Voltaire, 
and his ſchool; and their ſucceſs has become a very 


can be as little doubt, but the ſociety of Free-Maſons has in a variety 
of ways, been made inſtrumental in the plots of the conſpirators. 
But this poſition is to be underſtood in a limited ſenſe ; for it is by no 
means true with regard to the e of maſons, among whom, I 
find, many of my beſt and earlieſt friends; many enlightened and 
worthy citizens; and many exalted patriots. No good man will be- 
lieve, that our greateft and beſt character Gen. Waſhington, would 
add his name and give his ſanction to a ſociety, which had for its ob- 
ject, the deſtruction of religion and government. 

The real truth is, that many lodges in France and Germany, have 
either adopted or in/tituted, degrees of maſonry beyond the three or- 
dinary ranks, known in Fane £45 and America, and that in theſe 
. ranks or degrees, all the ſymbols, ceremonies, and myſteries of the 
craft, have been converted to the vileſt purpoſes. This is conſtantly 
admitted by the beſt informed and moſt liberal maſons. By the ex- 
preſſion occur LODGES, I intended to point out theſe higher orders 
or degrees, and to diſtinguiſh them from the ranks of apprentice, fel- 
low-craft, and maſter-maſon, whole conduct ſo far as it has beenknown 
to me, has been as exemplary, as that of the ſame number of men, 
of any other ſociety. 5 | 

To diſtinguiſh thoſe orders of maſons who have conſpired againſt 
© allaltars and thrones,“ from the innocent and well affeagd of the 
craft, the Abbe Barruel has made uſe of the French arrieres lages, 
which his tranſlator has rendered by the Engliſh words, occult hedges. 
This tranſlator has, in a note to his work, given the reaſon why theſe 
words are uſed to denote a certain deſcription of maſonic conſpira- 
tors. The note is in theſe words; We ſay occur LODGES, as 
free-maſons in general were far from being acquainted with the con- 
ſpiracies of the occult lodges; and indeed many were people not to 
be :ampered with. It might be objected, that all lodges, were oc- 
cult; with regard to the public, they were ſo; butbeſides the common 
lodges, there exiſted others, which were hidden from the generality 
of free-maſons. It is thoſe thatthe author ſtyles arrieres loges,and that 
we have tranſlated occuLT LoDGEs.” AsTuſed theſe unfortunate 
expreſhons, in the ſame ſenſe with the Abbe Barruel's tranſlator, this 
explanation muſt ſcreen me from the cenſure of the juſt and honor- 
able maſon ; and as it reſpects others, if there be any ſuch of the 
craft, who are notjuſt and honorable men, whatever their characters 
may be as maſons, I ſhall not ſeek either their diſlike or approbation. 

I ought to mention, that the Abbe Barruel excepts from all bad in- 
tentions the Engliſh maſons, and goes ſo far as to ſay, that © it is 
glorious for them, to ſee themſelves deſpiſed, by the moſt unrelent- 
ing enemies, of the, altar, the throne, and of all ſociety.” The 
Abbe, was himſelf a maſon, and knew how to make the proper diſ- 
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phenomenon, in the civilized world. The princi- 
ples thus invented and diffuſed, have at length been 
dreadfully refined, and ſublimated, in the fervent 
heat of the jacobinic revolution in France. 

ThE object of theſe terrible reformers of the 
morals of men, as diſcloſed by this event, is to 
make a dreary deſart of the world, by the deſtruc- 
tion of every religion, and the demolition of every 
government. The ſentence denounced againſt theſe 
two uſeful, and venerable inſtitutions, is at once fa- 
tal, and irrevocable. To accompliſh this deteſtable 
object, the adepts are commanded, and even ſworn, 


never to be weary in making proſelytes, by aris the 


moſt inſidious and vile; and even Princes and Kings, 
are to be drawn in to ſign, involuntarily, the ſure 
warrant of their own execution, 

IN this warfare, of vice againſt virtue, of anarchy 
and rebellion againſt civil order, of atheiſm “ and 
every evil work” againſt religion and morality, 
truth is to be put to flight, by the igt artillery, and 
miffile weapons of ſophiſtry, and the ground thus 
gained, is to be preſerved by fire, the ſword, and 
the guillotine. 

Never has a ſyſtem exiſted, fo full fraught with 
miſchief ; and in its effects, ſo terrible to the affairs 
of mankind. Io ſay that the dark ages are revived, 
in the plans of modern philoſophiſm, is a feeble ex- 
preſſion; ſince the conduct of its adepts, is not the 
barbariſm of an ignorant horde of ſavages, led on 
by the momentary impulſe of paſſion; but their 
cruelties are the reſult of cool calculation, and re- 
quire the ingenuity of a refined people, to invent, and 
the firm and ſyſtematized plans of a learned people, to 
execute. | 

SUCH was the ſchool, to which the leaders of the 
French revolution, and the chiefs of their preſent 
republic, are indebted, for their principles of mo- 
rality, and no perſon has now the hardihood to ſay, 
that "the paſſing ſcenes in France, do not fatally ver- 
ify in the pupils, the moſt ſanguine expectations of 
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their maſter. If there be any neceſſity, that the ru- 


lers of nations, ſhould regard the common rules of 
morality, if we muſt rely on the public faith of 
France, for the execution of a treaty, which is to 
reconcile the two nations ; where ſhall we find the 
principal which is to inſpire us with confidence or 
hope ? Is there any ſecurity that the ſtipulations, 
which may be written on parchment, will not be vi- 
olated on the moment of their execution ? Is it not 
rather to be expected, that as ſoon as an opportuni- 
ty preſents, the rulers of France will ridicule our 
miſplaced confidence, laugh at our calamity, and 
mock when our fear cometh ?”? 

Ir arguments drawn from the utter depravity, of 
the French leaders, are not ſufficient to convince the 
moſt incredulous mind, turn your attention for a 
moment, to their diplomatic hiſtory, as it reſpects | 
both foreign nations, and ourſelves. 

In looking over the long liſt of nations, who have 
been prepared by negociation, to become provinces 
of France ; Holland, Geneva, Venice, and Swit- 
zerland, claim, in the dark catalogue, a pre- emi- 
nent rank. The diſaſtrous fate of theſe nations, 
teaches the people of every country, the moſt awful 
and tremendous leflons, on the diplomatic engage- 
ments of the French. Theſe engagements are not 
confined to treaties, executed with the uſual and eſ- 
tabliſhed ceremony of a public convention ; but 
may be traced in all the public a&s of their agents, 
commiſſioners, ambaſſadors, and generals. 

AT the time when Dumourier entered the Nether- 
lands, to prepare his way for the conqueſt of Hol- 
land, he choſe to clothe “ the diplomatic ſkill” of 
his government, in the deluſive 3 of a procla- 
mation. In this ſhape, he attempted to create a 
ſchiſm in the country, by aſſuring the people, whoſe. 
friend and deliverer he claimed to be, that while 
their perſons and property, ſhould be held ſacred and 
inviolate, the ven ON his troops ſhould fall 
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with accumulated weight, upon the heads of their 
oppreſſors. But leſt the piety of a religious people, 
ſhould receive a ſhock, from the avowed infidelity of 
the French, and lead them to defend the altars of 
their God; he was careful to declare, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, pledging his military honor and the 
faith of his government, that the church, its prop- 
erty, and the rights of conſcience, ſhould every 
where, and at all times, be ſedulouſly guarded. 
UNFORTUNATELY theſe treacherous aſſurances, 
gained the confidence of the people; and the rulers 
of the country, thus deprived of its ſtrength, were 
compelled to admit the triumphant march of Du- 
mourier, into . the heart of their territory. No 
ſooner was this ſucceſs known in Paris, than the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, ſetting at defiance, the rules of 
war, the laws of nations, and the ties of conſcience 
and honor, iflued their ſacrilegious decree, direct- 
ing the indiſeriminate plunder of the inhabitants, 
and the violation of the ſacred temples of the Lord. 
Nor was this national act a vain ceremony, ſinee the 
Netherlands, were doomed to experience its harſh ef- 
fects, in a too preciſe and literal execution. The 
wretched inhabitants, ſtripped of their property, and 
torn from the ſociety of their wives and children, 
were compelled to ſubmit to the ſcourge of French 
diſcipline ; and in the midſt of the moſt cruel ſut- 
ferings, their piety was ſhocked, with the ſad ſpecta- 
cle of their churches robbed of their hallowed vaſes, 
their altars overthrown, and their prieſts reproached, 
inſulted, and ſlain. „„ 
I MENTION the fate of the Netherlands, as paving 
the way, for what is termed the revolution in Hol- 
land; but what is in truth, a real and deſtructive con- 
queſt. By the magic ſpell of negociation, and fra- 
ternization, the French, have eſtabliſhed a military 
republic, on the ruins of the Prince of Orange and 
his party. I forbear to detail the particular events, 
which led the way to the deſtruction of the United 
Provinces. The recital would only ſerve to rouſe 
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our indignation, at the horrid and diſguſting ſcenes, 
which have every where marked the track of 
the revolutionary armies and codes.“ It is ſufficient 
to ſay, that Holland, whoſe induſtrious activity, 
and perſevering enterprize, had for centuries been 
characterized by the fimple, but expreſſive meta- 
phor, of a bee-hive, and whoſe commercial import- 
ance, and great wealth, had given her the name of 
the bank of Europe; has been transformed, from 
her former enviable and ſplendid ſituation, into a 
poor and wretched imitator, of the French repub- 
lic. If wealth, ſplendor, and power, could confer 
reputation and happineſs, theſe were her portion, 
and richly did the deſerve them; but wealth, ſplen- 
dor and power, all are flown on rapid wing, to 
grace the triumph of an imperious maſter. _ 
In like manner, Geneva; once illuſtrious, for 
the cultivation of every polite art, and the patron- 
age of every abſtrufe ſcience, has been made the 
theatre of the wildeft and moſt ſhameful factions, 
arming citizen againſt citizen, with a deadly and 
rangorotbebam 7s e JOTRITTA 
WIEN the canvention ordered their army into 
Savoy, in the year 1792, Servan, miniſter of war, 
wrote to Monteſquieu the commander of this army 
the following order, You: muſt enter” Geneva 
„by conſent, or force they have 2908 ſtands of 
arms in that town, of which we are in need. If 
you enter by force, you will ſend them to us; if 
you enter by confent, ſtill you will ſend them to us, 
promiſing to replace them.“ A ftronger inſtance of 
French diplomacy need not be ſought. The lan- 
guage of it is, plunder Geneva—do it by conſeat if 
poſhble—but, at any rate plunder Geneva. Not- 
withſtanding this order, Monteſquieu, actuated ei- 
ther by his fears, his moderation, or a real deſire, to 
avoid a rupture with the Swits, at that time the allies 
of Geneva, concluded a treaty, by which ſomething 
like equitable terms, were granted to the Geneveſe. 
Nothing can exceed the diſappointment, rancor, 
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and revenge, of Briſſot, Claviere, and their party, 
when the neus of this treaty, arrived in Paris. 
Monteſquieu was inſtantly proſcribed, the treaty ſo 
modified as to ſuit themſelves, and the wretched 
Geneveſe, compelled to accept the deſtructive fra- 
ternal embrace. A long report, the produQtion of 
Briſſot's pen, ſerves at once to ſhow the reſentment 
of the Gironde, at Monteſquieu's Hi-timed lenity, 
and their own infamous principles reſpecting the law 
of nations. | i 
THIs report announces to the convention, that 
Geneva ſhall obtain no other treaty, but the com- 
munication. of French principles. Vou are to con- 
ſider, whether a free nation can, or ought to bind 
herſelf by treaties; whether they are not indecent 
with any government which does derive its powers 
from the people — for it is perhaps in that confiſts the 
ſecret of the revolution.“ According to the philo- 
ſophic opinions of this adept, the principal ſecret of 
the French revolution, conſiſts in the deſtruction of 
thoſe only ties, which bind nations together, like 
brethren of the human race; and in declaring it 
infamous to abide by treaties with any people, oth- 
erwiſe than as they ſhall admit “ the communication 
of French principles.” This is the language of 
modern philoſophiſm ; this is an official, freſh coin- 
ed document, from the bloody mint of the revolu- 
tion. Upon theſe principles, the United States may 
hope that the French will reſpect a treaty between 
the two nations, whenever we will conſent to a 
communication of French principles:“ or in other 
words, when we ſhall eſtabliſh civil order, by the 
erection of a guillotine, when we ſhall teach our 
citizens morality, by the preaching of atheiſm, and 
when we ſhall build “ a republic on earth, by pul- 
ling down the throne, and the King of Heaven.” 
VENICE, a name venerable: to commerce, and 
dear to the arts, need only be mentioned, to awaken 
in every } breaſt, the livelieſt indignation, and the 
moſt - poignant ſorrow. This once reſpected and 
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henored name, is wiped out of the catalogue of 
nations. If the ſucceſsful arms of that arch-buc- 
canier Buonaparte, gave him poſſeſſion of this once 
famous republic, it required the powers of “ the 
diplomatic {kilP? of his country, to barter away to 
another maſter, a whole people, their rights and 
poſſeſſions. With Venice, the other Italian ſtates, 
are ſunk in the frightful abyſs of the French revolu- 
„ 

Bur it is the deſtruction of the Helvetic confed- 
eracy, which affords to the United States, the moſt 
terrible example, of the ſure ſucceſs, and fatal ef- 
fects of French negociation. This confederacy in 
ſome reſpects, ſtrongly reſembled the conſtitution of 
the United States. It was compoſed of a number of 
independent ſtates, leagued together, for the pur- 
poſes of common defence. Tho? the tie, which 
bound the Swiſs Cantons, in one political body, was 
leſs accurately defined, and had not for its object, 
ſo vaſt a variety of intereſts, as the American con- 
federacy; yet it had been found, until ſince the 
miraculous event, of the French revolution, a ſuffi- 
cient ſafe-· guard both in war and peace. The ſtrong 
principle of ſelf-intereſt, combined with a ſacred re- 
gard for their original compact, has enabled the 
Swiſs to maintain their conſtitution and independ- 
ence, for a ſeries of ages, amidſt the ſhocks of con- 
tending nations. By reaſon of thoſe fortuitous 
events, which happen to nations, during their grad- 
ual formation, their ſtates were unequal, in point 
of territory and wealth, and differed from each 
other, in religion, language, manners, and origin. 
But notwithftanding theſe perplexing, and ſeemingly 
incongruous circumſtances, the Helvetic confedera- 
cy, to uſe the impreſſive language of the eloquent 
Mallet Du Pan, © exiſted hike its mountains, by the 
gradual coherence of its parts, the elements of which 
were cemented by the weight of time.” 
Tux ſingle name of William Tell, will convey to 
the mind, a correct image, of the ſpirit and char- 


acter, of its ancient inhabitants, who by their valor 
alone, have ſecured to their deſcendants, a reputa- 


tion, reſpected and venerated, by ſurrounding Prin- 


ces, and a tranquility, undiſturbed by the agitations 
and convulſions of European Nations. 

Txvs fortunately ſituated, and truſting to the 
wiſdom of their government, for the means of pro- 
tection, the Swiſs people, conſidered themſelves as 
exempt from the calamities of war, and for years 
preceding the French revolution, had cultivated the 
arts of peace, with an unremitting diligence and ſuc- 
ceſs. Of morals pure, and manners ſimple, the 
tenants of theſe fortunate mountains, were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a felicity, which was the continual theme 
of the hiſtorian's praiſe, and poet's ſong. All na- 
tions ſeemed to regard their fingular good fortune, 
as a ſacred gift of heaven, which it were unpiouy 
to moleſt, and facrilegious to deftroy. 

AT, the beginning of a revolution, which was to 
involye “ theſe happy ſkies,” in its moſt frightful 
tempeſts, the Helvetic confederacy, was the firm 
friend, and unſuſpicious ally of France. Relying 
on the faith of treaties, and content with their own 
ſituation, they perſevered in their ancient and wiſe 
policy, of aſſuming among the hoſtile powers, a 
neutral poſition. The chiefs of France, affected to 
be charmed, with this inſtance of magnanimity and 
juſtice, while they harboured in their rapacious 
minds, the fell purpoſe of dragging the happy Swils, 
into the vortex of their own confuſion. Scarcely 
had the treaty of Campo Formio, removed the ob- 
ſtructions in the path of the French, when they threw 


off the maſk ; and attacking the Cantons, juſt as 


they awoke from their dream of ſecurity ; at the 
point of the bayonet, and with a thirſt of blood 
and plunder never before witneſſed, « they fixed 
their ban on Switzerland.” 

AT an early period of the revolution, ſpies 
and emiſſaries were diſpatched from Paris, to fow 


the ſeeds of diſcord, throughout theſe peaceful re- 
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gions; and no intrigues were left untried, no arts 
uneſſayed, to fill the minds of the people, and their 
magiſtrates, with terror and diſtruſt. To the influ- 


ence of theſe ſecret agents, may be charged the eſtab- 


liſhment of ſocieties denominated patriotic, at Berne 
and in all the principal eities and towns. Theſe 
pretended patriots, holding treaſonable correſpond- 
ence, with the jacobins at Paris, and with the Swiſs, 
who had been baniſhed for their crimes, were per- 
petually diſſeminating their ſeditious poiſon, in the 
ſtreets and public places; and with the accuſtomed 
revolutionary cry, of © ariſtocrat,” calumniating 


every virtuous citizen, and every upright magiſtrate. 


By arts like theſe, were the vileſt factions crea- 
ted; who, infinuating themſelves into the public 
councils, and filling the magiſtrates with doubt and 
diſmay, effeQtually prevented the adoption, of a ſin- 
gle meaſure, of a vigorous and deciſive character. 
IT was thus, the paſſes through the mountains of 
Switzerland, were opened to Brune, at once the am- 


baſſador and general of the French republic. With 


one hand he graſped the exterminating ſword—with 


the other, he dealt out the dole of negociation. 
Commanding an army much more numerous than 
that of the confederacy, he dared not confide his ſuc- 
ceſs to their boaſted valor alone. Within a few 
leagues of the gates of Berne, and after hoſtilities 
were decidedly and vigorouſly commenced, he re- 
ſorted to his civil character, and propoſed an armiſ- 
tice. This fatal, and puſillanimous expedient, was 
adopted by the council, while it was purſued by the 
French, for no other, than the ſhameful purpoſe, of 
creating diviſions in the ſtate, and mutiny among the 
troops. Libels of the moſt falſe and treacherous 
tendency were diſtributed throughout the Swiſs 
camp, accuſing their moſt meritorious officers, of 
the foul deſign, of betraying the liberties of Swit- 


zerland, and delivering its troops, into the hands of 
their enemies. The fluQtuating conduct of the gov- 
ernment, furniſhed too ſtrong a confirmation, of 
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this ſeditious calumny. At one moment, feeling the 


pride, and aſſuming the port, of a gallant anceſtry, 


the council reſolved to preſerve their liberties from 
the unhallowed touch of fraternization, or periſh in 
the attempt; the next, as if ſcared at their own te- 
merity, they eraſed the manly reſolution from their 
journals, that nought might appear, but the record 
of their diſhonor.—At one time, adopting a noble 
and generous policy, they armed the commander of 
the forces, with ample power, to vindicate the mod- 
ern Swiſs from the foul ſtain of cowardice—the reſo- 
lution is ſcarcely paſſed ere the genius of diſcord en- 
ters—they pally the hands of their general, at the 
moment he is about to ſtrike, and thus the only op- 
portunity of ſaving Switzerland, is forever loſt. 
IN the midſt of theſe perplexing councils, and 
contradictory meaſures, the troops gave way, to the 
ſuggeſtions of calumny, and in an evil hour they 
fell upon their own officers, many of whom, were 
the wretched victims, of a fury and deſpair, at once 
ferocious and irreſiſtible. The French general, 
carefully availed himſelf, of theſe dilatory and dif- 
graceful ſcenes, to move his army into poſitions, 
which might inſure his ſucceſs ; and nothing now 
remained, but to attack a foe who had yielded his 
laſt and only hope. The conviction and remorſe, of 
the Swiſs troops, came at laſt to remind them, that 
every thing was loſt ; when actuated by deipair, they 
reſolved to bury themſelves, under the ruins of their 
country. The onſet was furious and terrible, and a 
ſcene of havoc and ſlaughter, enſued, which while 
it reflects immortal honor, on the expiring valor of 
Switzerland, will exhibit to us, in the os glowing 
colors the atrocious and ſanguinary ſpirit, of theſe 
fierce republicans. 

Trovucn Switzerland was loft, by the timidity 
and treachery of her own citizens, yet there were 
many, particularly of the magiſtrates of Berne, who 
animated by the example of the brave and incor- 


ruptible Steiguer, ruſhed into the thickeſt of the bat- 
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tle, and heroically died, fighting for the liberties of 
their country. That great man, the Waſhington of 
Switzerland, who had feen the ſtorm while yet in 
the ſmall and diſtant cloud, and had never ceaſed to 
warn his countrymen, of its ſure and rapid ap- 
oach, . refuſed to quit the bloody conflict, un 
2 by the hand of admiring friendſhip, he was 
reluctantly compelled, to ſurvive a country, for 
whoſe honor he had labored in the cabinet, and 
fought in the field. Illuſtrious man © 


« O! had thy counſels firm and good, 
'Thy vet'ran counſels been purſu'd, 
Helvetia ſtill had freedom known, 

Nor bent beneath a deſpots frown ; 

Nor feen her fertile fields laid waſte, 
Her hamlets burn'd her temples raz'd, 
Her cities levell'd in the duſt, 

Her fair a prey to ſiend- Iike luſt, 

In' heaps the dying and the dead, 

Hoar age, and feeble childhood ſpread, 
By tempeſts ſmote, whoſe pale remains 
Lie whitening o'er their native plains.“ 


Tuvs fell the boaſt of republics, the pride of 
ſcience, the envy of Kings. Her exiſtence is not 
now to be traced, but in the fond remembrance, of 
her former virtues, and in the keen regrets, of the 
wiſe and good, for her departed glory. She was 
not a victim, to the courage of her enemies; fince 
while unaffailed, by artifice and intrigue, and clothed 
in her military terrors, ſhe ſtood aloof, the gaze and 
admiration of the world. But ſhe expired in a con- 
vulſive ſtruggle, between the arts, and arms, of 
France, and now lies a ſad monument, of the folly 
and ſtupidity, of liſtening for a moment, to the fyren 
ſong of negociation. | 3 

Nox have the United States, much reaſon to boaſt 
their exemption, from this ſyſtem of fraud and im- 
poſition, Like Switzerland, we once had our trea- 
ty, and confided our peace to its force ; like her, 
we adopted and eas” our neutrality, and like 
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her, we have been deceived ; but through theinter- 
poſition of rhe {ſtrong hand of a protecting Provi- 
| dence, we have not yet Partiken? of the nk 
of her plagues.” 
HITHERToO, our conſtitution has ha the ruin 
prepared for it, by its enemies ; yet, has it more 
than once, been brought to the brink of political 
deſtruction. France has affailed us, under the ſpe- 
cious and impoſing character, of a friend, a ſiſter, 
and an ally, while her conduct has betrayed, a mor- 
tal and irreverſible hatred, to our political ſyſtems, 
our morals, our commerce, our laws, and our ma- 
giſtrates. In our country, and under the eye of our 
government, jacobinic clubs have been eſtabliſhed, 
ſeditious publications have been circulated, and trea- 
ſonable correſpondences formed. We have witneſſ. 
ed the corruption, of one of the principal officers of 
our government, and the more alarming phenomena, 
of two inſurrections, againſt the wholeſome laws of 
our country. Agents of France, have been multi- 
plied in our borders, ſcattering wherever they went, 
the revolutionary venom. The venerable name of 
Waſhington, has been profaned, by the foul breath 
of calumny; and it was enough, that John Adams, 
was Preſident of the United States, and a virtuous 
man, that he alſo ſhould become the object of the 
bittereſt reproach. We have ſent public agents, of 
abliſhed character to France, who have been neg- 
lected, inſulted and ſpurned. from her government; 
while worthleſs traitors and vagrant conſpirators from 
America, have been admitted to the higheſt honors, 
SUCH is the ſketch of French diplomacy, in the 
United States ; the detail of which, would fill vol- 
umes. In no reſpect, has our ſituation been more 
honorable, or ſate, than that of Switzerland, ex- 
cept that we were placed, by the hand of God, be- 
yond the reach of the arms. of France., All theſe 
ſhameful ſcenes, have been a&ted again, and again, 
on the American theatre, yet there are men, who 
are continually repeating the ſtale queſtion ; What 


LY 4 ww 


: 19 

ſhould prevent the accommodation of our differ- 
ences? Why ſhall we obſtruct the returning friend- 
ſhip of France? The moſt ſatisfactory anſwer to this 
queſtion, is the plain and trite remark, that by ne- 
gociation, the French have every thing to gain, and 
nothing to loſe—America, every thing to loſe and 
nothing to gain. | | | 

THE naval force of Great-Britain, has nearly deſ- 
troyed the ſtrength of France, upon the ocean, and 
the combined powers, are giving ample employment 
to her arms, upon the land ; and ſhe has now no ar- 
my to ſpare, for the conqueſt of the United States. 
While things remain in their preſent ſituation in Eu- 
rope, it would be madneſs in the directory, by break- 
ing with us, to multiply the number of their ene- 
mies. But whenever treaties, or military ſucceſs, 
ſhall give to France that ſuperiority, which ſhe ſo ar- 
dently and vigorouſly purſues, we may then expe& 
the full vials of her wrath, to be poured out upon us. 
With this view, ſhe now ſtifles her reſentment at the 
chaſtiſement, her colonial pirates have received, and 


though inflamed with revenge, for our daring to op- 


pole her domineering ſpirit, ſhe is huſhing us to 
ſleep, with the lullaby of treaty and alliance. But 
let us remember, that ſhe is © treaſuring up”? for 
us © wrath, againſt the day of wrath.” With the 


ſolemn calm, which precedes the earthquake, ſhe is 


waiting for the time, when the unreſtrained volcano 


of her rage, ſhall burſt forth, and bear away, in its 


tremendous torrent, our independence, our peace, 
and our very exiſtence. | 

THE time muſt ſhortly arrive, when the precarious 
treaty between the French republic, and the Spaniſh | 
monarchy, will be diſſolved. It is impoſſible that a 
convention, founded upon fear and ſuſpicion on one 
ſide, and upon avarice and rapacity, on the other, 
can be of long duration. The money and patience 
of Spain, will ſoon be exhauſted, and then may we 


expect, the ambitious projects of the directory, to 


open upon the wealthy, but feeble provinces of 
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South- America. They have already turned their ma- 
lignant eyes towards the inexhauſtible mines of Mex- 
ice and Peru; and whenever Spain ſhall refuſe the 
tribute, which is the price of her preſent tranquility, 
the hungry armies of the French, will be ſent to 
carve their own fortunes, in the luxuriant fields of 
Spaniſh America, X 

PoRTENTOUs will be the fate, of the United 


States, if this event ſhall find them, lumbering in 
the arms of ſecurity. Can we indulge a hope, that 


the feeble province of Louiſiana, will form a ſuffi- 
cient barrier, between us and the French when in 
poſſeſſion of Mexico? Having reached the borders 
of Georgia or Carolina, an army of Frenchmen will 
find ready prepared, powerful engines of revolution 
and conqueſt. The blacks, urged on by vengeance 
for the hardſhips of flavery, and animated by the ex- 
ample of their African brethren in the Welſt-Indies, 
will inſtantly join the ſtandard of the invader, and 
_ greedily unite with him, in the work of plunder and 
blood. Imagination already conceives, myriads of 
furious Africans, collecting together the materials 
of vengeance, and marching in dread array, to the 
dwellings of their maſters, Paint to yourſelves, 
cities given up to indiſcriminate plunder, villages 
ſacked and burned, the country deſolated, and the 
fields © watered with the blood of their cultivators.“ 
Liſten to the groans of wretched white-men, butch- 
ered by their infuriate ſlaves, the fhrieks of mothers, 
and of virgins, a prey to more than demoniac luſt 
and barbarity, and the cries of infants, | 


| —— © {tabbed at the breaſt, 
Or reeking on the points of ſportive javelins.“ 


Apove all, view Frenchmen, mingled with ne- 
oes, leſs ſavage than themſelves, and with ſmiles 


of ecſtacy, joining in the impure and ſhocking death. 
dance of Abies, and by their hideous obſequies, in- 
ſulting the remains of the ſlaughtered inhabitants. If 


any one imagines this picture over drawn, let him 


n 5 4 hm 
Sat 3 


3 


e 
1 
9 
1 
"+, 
1 
* % 
a ; 
1 
+” 
rr = 
© 
3-998 
ey 
$35 
\ 7 
59 
1 
3 
227% 
8 
3 
IF 
AE 
> a 
WE. 
1 
1 


* RE? x 2 
N . be” 3: EY 
o 
A SER — 3 
= WR IT CSE 
N CTC 
r AT. 


RS WL OY 
18 y (ELL 


93 3 1 8 
3 2 N 
7 ONT ee ng 1 8 
© ED IR e 8 


7 


7 i 
3 
LE. x 
— 


tn 
" 


N 


read the revolutionary tragedy of St. Domingo; 
there he will find, © confirmation ſtrong, as — 5 
from holy writ.“ „ 
SUCH are the ſcenes, we may expect to ſee reali- 
zed, in our happy country, unleſs all our reſources, 
all our energies, are brought into immediate and 
active operation. | 
INsULTs of an ordinary deſcription, had not the 
power to produce in our government, or people, 
any reſentment, againſt the fierce and marauding 
ſpirit, of the French republic. It required the com- 
plete proſtration of our trade, the deſtruQtion of our 
national character, and even a civil war, in the heart 
of our country, to infuſe into our public councils, 
a ſmall portion of the ſpirit of our fathers. So long 
indeed had our patience continued, that we had be- 
come the jeſt, the bye-word, and ſcorn of all na- 
tions not excepting even France. The magie ſpell, 
of parchment chains, which bound us ſtronger to 
France than iron bonds, is now happily deſtroyed. 
The day on which our treaty was vacated, was to 
America, a ſecond 4th of July—another natal day 
of our glorious independence. $ 
Tus change of ſpirit and meaſures, has at length, 
opened our eyes, to new and animating ſcenes, and 


enabled us to feel, the immenſe difference there is, 


between a reſolute and ſpirited nation, and a people, 
complaining, undecided, and forever temporizing, 
We are now beginning to form a national character; 
our government, is aſſuming a reſpectable, and com- 
m ing attitude; our infant navy, has already 


given a heypy ſpecimen, ef what the wooden-walls 


of America, may one day become ; and we are faſt 


approaching the time, when we ſhall not only © have 


a name,” but be “ a praiſe among the nations.“ 
Commerce too, not long ſince “ laid low, even in 
the duſt,” now raiſes her drooping head; and while 
reſting her limbs on the anchor of hope, and bran- 
diſhing in her hand, the American trident, ſhe fixes 
her ſteady eye on a diſtant object, and reſolves to 
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recover her accuſtomed honors, and reſtore to her 
country its departed ſplendor. 

SUCH has been the effect, of calling up a ſmall 
portion, of the reſources of our country ; and one + 
would imagine, that feu could be found, fo loſt to 
all national pride, ſo deſtitute of every ſentiment 
of patriotiſm, as to wiſh for a relaxation of meaſ- 
ures, ſo evidently calculated to raiſe our reputation, 
and to eſtabliſh for ourſelves, ſo permanent a ſecu- 
rity. Yet is it a melancholy truth, that in our own 
country, among our own citizens, even in our pub- 
lic councils, many are found, who with a perſever- 
ance at once aſtoniſhing and alarming, attempt to 
{top the wheels of government,” by a determined 
oppoſition to every meaſure of ſafety, and who till 
continue to ſing, the everlaſting ſong, of nes; 
peace; when there is no peace.“ 

Turn then, a deaf ear, to ſuch perfidious, ſuch 
treacherous counſellors. Remember, that when you 
attempt to negociate with France, you have to treat 
with a nation of philoſophers, the bigh prieſts, in 
the temple of impiety; of republicans, the deter- 
mined worſhippers of anarchy ; of ſtateſmen the 
rapacious robbers of the human race. Call to mind 
the horrid ſchool, in which the new law of nations, 
the terrible code of France, has been taught. Re- 
collect that the inventors, propagators, and adepts, 
of this new code, are governed by principles which 
ſet at defiance all religion and morality ; blaſphe- 
_— ſcoff at every thing virtuous and good, and 

eſolve to ſacrifice on their impious altars, until the 
final diſſolution of the moral elements of the world. 
Be perſuaded, that the pernicious doctrines, of this 
modern philoſophiſm, were not meant merely for 
the cloſet ſpeculations, and impious paſtime, of the 
adepts ; but rather behold, in the unhappy fate of 
Holland, Geneva, Venice, and Switzerland, a practi- 
cal conſtruction, and a literal execution, of their moſt 
horrid tenets. In the convulſive ſtruggles and expir- 
ing ſighs, of theſe wretched —_—_ deluded nations, an- 
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ticipate your ſure, and inevitable deſtiny, if loſt 
to your own dignity and ſafety, you ſhall again lend 


a willing ear, to the ſuggeſtions of France. The 
ſpirit, which her injuries have rouſed, ſhe has un- 
willingly beheld, and now attempts to ſoothe your 
manly indignation, by dropping the haughty lan- 
guage of a deſpot, and afluming the ſoft tone, of a 
friend and ally. Regard not the ſudden change, of 
this Protean monſter, who can at any time aſſume 
the ſhape which beſt ſuits her purpoſe. Although 
ſhe now ſmiles, and fawns, and would lick our feet, 


remember, that “ like the tiger, ſhe always crouches, 


ere the leaps upon her prey.“ 7 
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